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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 2457 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, ICRC, CB 

SUBJECT: GENEVA CONFERENCE ON LAW OF WAR-KHMER REPRESENTATIVE ISSUE 
REF: STATE 034222; ROME 2396 

1. ON MORNING OF FEBRUARY 21 WE CONTACTED VALENZA, ITALIAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF UN AFFAIRS, TO CONFIRM THAT ITALIANS 
WILL OPPOSE EFFORTS TO SEAT GRUNK IN PLACE OF GKR AT GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. 

2. VALENZA STATED ITALIANS AGREE WITH US POSITION ON THIS ISSUE. 

HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMATION THAT GRUNK SUPPORTERS 
WILL PROBABLY CHALLENGE CREDITIALS OF GKR SINCE HE HIMSELF WILL 
BE TRAVELING TO GENEVA LATER THIS MORNING TO JOIN ITALIAN 
DELEGATION, AND WAS GLAD TO BE FOREWARNED. 

3. COMMENT: ITALIANS RECOGNIZE GKR AND, ON THIS BASIS, HAVE 
CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED EFFORTS BY GRUNK AND ITS SUPPORTERS TO 
DISPLACE GKR. BEAUDRY 
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